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Praposal for &

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF REGIONAL BCONOMIC PROMOTION COMPANTES

1., 'miroduction

Radiceal changes in the structure of the world's politicatl
and acondmic system have pgiven risra to a procesa of
vedcfinition of the conditions and opportunities for Qucccsu
of iocal, regfonal and national contexts.

In all tho mein fnduptrialised countries, the last decade
has wicnessed 8 marked incrcasc Jn local initiatives f{orp
premciing and supperting small and medium sized onserpriscs,
which nan lad to & basfc switeh in dec{slon-meking processos
rosating to econumifce policles cowards territorfnlly defined
forms of rastrusturing and modernigation ingcarvention, In
whieh local and regional public bedies are the main
incerlocitors,

‘his haa produced a “new” mathod for 4defining and

managing Lndustrial policf{es based on 3 multiplicity of

pa-cios concaraed, decentralised and diffusive
Anziglon-ms  ng proceREusn and the construciion or
CeE AT S LUCT T L aC :eiutioﬁs netrworks aimed at booaring

regreral productive grawch.

fhe current phase of Ircernaticnalisarion nf productive
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pgructurea, globalisation of mavkets and tha'complocion of
the single European market make (¢t 1ncrensin51§ sssnntial teo
apply 8 peltrical approach which musz bLe viewed in a *"Jocal"
context, dinasmuch as it 1is based on a growing asymmetry
between the (ramework thuat may be influenced by political
measures and the much wider framework defining the new

relations and development circutts of enterprises.

Wich regard te the many forma of action that have already
boon implemanred, a lecading role has been playocd by chfonal
Pinancial Cempantes and Reglona! Nevalopment Bodies, which
have provided a considerable roncribucfon to the
achievements of loéal policias iIn cvonomic development.

In Icaly, these bodifes, which wora Jrna:ad af inscruments
for'planning ragional ygevernment, have gr;dually‘Caken on
the central function of promocving Lhe modernisacicon of local
producetive wtructures and oncouraging the aggregation of
{nteareats ond vremourcas cominyg fFfrom different types of
bodies (public and privace, or local, national and EEC)
towards common development objiectives, '

Raegional £financial companies or developmont bodies ara
present in almos: all the Ytalian regions and cuvvently
operate in mapy differeut wecctors (Finance, Industrial
Promotion, Production B8arvicen, Résearch and Developmenc,

Infrastructures, Enviyonment, Train!né) by applying a wide
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vange of methods and instrumants i{n terms af intervention.

bbb i

In 1984 thoy aet up an aseocistion talled ASSOFIR, which

rapreosents a nacional link between activities promotad in

rhe varieuwn regionmal contexts with the aim of incegrating
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and expleiting the initiatives Iimplemented to date.

Subsequent!y national organisstfons, the objgctive of :

which s the economic prometion of local vyealities, alse

joined ASSOFIR, such as 8Pl - the Tnduscrial Promolion

Company of the IRI Group (public holding company), us well

48 numérous dceveclopment inscirutions in the South of Italy.

2. Motivations

On the nana hand, the naed for culture] enhancement and

the construction a »olld network of aconomic and productive

relacions and JInterdependunces {s becoming iIncreasingly

evidentr., This nesd must be satisffed im ovder to increasa i

the capacity of local enterprisey to perceive and abhrord

exteornal innovacive stimulas and thus make Lthem more

competitive. :

Thera raquivements urgently stress Lhe need to persuade

these local ayacema Lo open up &0 nactional and i{nternational

euntexts,

Tt. 1s thus becoming ever move avident cthat In order Lo

suppore efreeti§=1y the economic development of the regions,

____’



Repional! T[Cinancial Companior wmust be tn a position to
operate in a dimenmnion and Sframework that are neo longer

raglional, .

On the sther han&, 48 wgll ss crnafderably broadening EEC
reginnal and industrial intervention policies, the Europoan
Teonomic Community {is paying greater ationfion to “private
operatorn” operating In a Jocal and reglonal framework to
pehieve objectiven of publie {nterest and appears ready tu
prepare a common glan of action throughout cthe territory
with erganisations of this kind.

Jw this cvontext, and not fLorgecting that the ficlds of
incervention of regional! development companies increasingly
resemble those promoted by the EEG, st thi» point we muat
stress how Important it is to communicate actively with rthe
BEC in order to dovelop and itmploment ;rngrnmmch backing up

small and medium sized companiea.

In order to tackle the process of Rfuropocan integration
and rake advantsge of tha opportunities provided by the
developmant of KERC Lntervention, the availability of u broad

range of {nternational relstfons 43 of crvcial importance,

Thix zonsidoration therefcre pgives riag to the straotegic

importance of intervantion pggggrlngw:he conirruction af a

network of relations batwean bodies encouraging regional




economic developmeant from the variouva BFC nrauntwine
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3. The proposal

In view of the considerstiovns sci out above, J¢ 38 thus
planned to promocte the creetton of a '"BUROPEAN NETWORK"™ of
financial companies oar development Dbodias operating o
achieve repional economic promotion,

The gﬁiggg&gg; that 4L £ planned co accomplish by
seteing up cthe network are as follows:

a. to extend opportunicies for rvelalions and wcowpperation
barwaeen companies that may be provided to the productive
gsystem in question, thum increasing tho added valuc of
the cterritortal (nterventioh iImplamented by a single
inacitution, .

b, Dby spreading informacinn and comp#ring diffarent
frnitiaciven, to acquire practical knowledgc and mathods
tn order to impraove planning capacity nnd the quality of
the decision making process concerning the development
of fururse activitiss. This means, iIn effect, Llmproving
the qualiry of scrviceos, with partiecular referente to
infarmation sarvices and saervicas developing
techunliogical fnnaovation, proevided by individual
Regional Companigs; |

¢. to econsolidate and explotir, at EEC lovel, the rele of



these Dbodfen as privileged partuers of the KES by'

implementing policy programmen supporting smull and
- [} -

medium sfned companics,

As well as Dbenefitting from REC filnancing far che
operative realisation of individual! projects, cthey could
play an aective role {n the process of preparing new
programmes, by providing the capacity to asnalyse and
specifically e¢laborvate che local realicny to «hicﬁ the
EEC initiative applies, »a well a3 planning capecity
supporcting the divecaificattion of REC plans, in terms of

both tha infervention's pgangraphical frameawork and the

tnstruments that may be usecd,

4, The {nstruments

Currontly, AS30FIR Ls in the process of organi{sing
maet inge with uwaricuvs regional roalities axiating in the

Buropean Community {fuy videl To a%ese the availabilicy of
ﬂ“ge arganteat 130l H ﬂdﬁtre O Wig sntThatTive,

Thanks to che cultural, econemic¢, polirical and
tARCITUI1ONA) simiisriCi®s pécullar to Ypain and ltaly, on
the one hand, and the qualifiod prescence of JI'RI In
Assofir's pargtnerahip, on the »other, the inicfal series of
concacts las been launched wich the Spanish Reglonal

Promotion Companian,




A mecting was held between IMADE.“S'_PRI and S0DICAL on 23]
Octobar 1990 {n Madrid and- 1{terature was, sent to IFA,
Societd Regional do Promeocion of Asturia, alﬁzu of Catalonta
and IMPIVA of Valentia, AlLrer rhis meoeting In Madrid,
Asuoltr was dinvited by Sedical! ¢to examine further the
hypocthasia of co-eperation by oxtending it to the entire INI
group,

As far as Qormany f{s councerned, Assofir has organiced a
meet ing with the Ragion of Baden-Wuertcemberg on 21 Novambar
and after ethis a meceting with Kordrhein-wesctalon, |

With regard to Prance, the first contacts will be made
with Pays de Loire and Rhone-Alpes, with which rn.operation
l4nikks have alveady been consolidated, and In the case of
\resr _MBritain, with the Greatar London Enterpiise.

After this phase of exploratory congtacts, it will then be
Necegaary te make a clear defintcon of methods four setting
up and operating tha network*'r operative procedures.

Por the reascons mentioned sarlisr, we hope [irast of all
to obrain the avatlabiliLy onf the Spanish Repgional
Devalopment Companles to {mplement a phase of bilateral
agrecwmentrs with ﬁSSOFIR, the objective being Lo akcess and
gauge the project's faasfbiJtty with a view to extending ft
to ragional veanlities in other furopran countries.

In thia <¢ontext, we may pur furward the followling

hypocheses for mutual co«opsrationt




HYPOTHRESTS 1 | -

The Spanish Regional Development Cempanies will
stipulate, efther (ndividually or jointly, an "agreement of
intent"” or “gentlemen's agrecemenr' simed at promotingt
-~ the sotting up of & technical work group, conainrting of

Spanteh and lItalian experts, which {n & period of aix
months will formulate an operative hypothesis for e
European network., On the basts of subsequent ansasamants
of the cost of this inivianive, oach partner will provide
a finmancial concribueion covering u quota of thig cosl)

- and/or the setting up of & Committee conslating of
rapresantativea of the various companlas' politfcal and
adminfstracive heads, the compcstctg; of_whlch‘(tn terms
of aumbers and delegstes) wil be defined by mutual

agreemantC,
HYPOTHESIS 2

The tndfvidual 8Spanish Regional Development Companies will
subgeribe an envolment yuota fov ftolning ASSEOFLIR, (n view of
ASSOMTR'e recognition as the leading partner rocpongible for

promoting the network project itncternationally.
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